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A letter from your Mayor 
Dear fellow citizens, 
 

I hope your summer is off to a great start, and you’re enjoying the 
new sense of normal that this year has brought.   I know we’re all 
ready to have Covid-19 in the rear-view mirror! 
 

Our council and staff are already preparing for the 2021-2022 
budget year which begins October 1

st
.  One of our most significant 

expenses is for fire service, provided through a contract with The 
Lake Cities Fire Department, which is wholly owned by the City of 
Corinth. Our current contract with Corinth expires on September 30, 2021, but last July, 
we signed a new 5-year contract that takes effect October 1, 2021.  Under our current 
contract, Hickory Creek pays $613,633 per year, but under our new contract, the Year 1 
cost will be $913,475, or an almost $300,000 increase. The cost continues to increase 
each year for the duration of the contract, with the final year cost being $1,033,152.   
 

In May, our Council placed an item on the ballot to reduce our Economic Development 
Sales tax collection by half and asked to reapportion that sales tax to our General Fund.  
Each year, our EDC collects approximately $400,000 in sales tax, but those funds are 
restricted, and can only be used for certain projects.  The voters approved the change.  In 
simple terms, we moved money from one “restricted pocket” to an “unrestricted pocket.”  
This helps us gain approximately $200,000 in unrestricted funds, which will be applied to 
the excess cost of the new fire contract.    
 

Our property values have increased again this year, but our commitment to you is to keep 
costs under control, and to set the lowest possible tax rate that will fund our budget.  In 
2008, our property tax rate was 0.445620 per $100 value. In the intervening years, the 
Council reduced the tax rate, and for 2020, we set a record low rate of 0.319943 per $100 
value. Our tax rate is lower than any of the other Lake Cities and is one of the lowest in all 
of Denton County.   
 

One of the highlights of our year is honoring outstanding scholars, student athletes, and 
Eagle Scouts who complete projects in our parks.  Please see pages 6-7 for photos.  And 
join me in congratulating these outstanding young citizens! 
 

I was recently invited to serve on the Board of Directors of a new non-profit organization 
called Lake Cities Focus. The Mission of Lake Cities Focus is to strengthen families 
through communication, activities, and education in the midst of pandemics, stress and 
other uncertainties.  The Vision is for every student to be valued, supported and thriving. I 
look forward to working with other Lake Cities mayors, pastors, and community leaders in 
this new endeavor. 
 

It’s hard to believe that 2021 is more than half over! I hope that you and your family have a 
wonderful summer, and I look forward to seeing you around town! 

 

Best regards, 

Lynn Clark 
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Great American Cleanup Winners 

On Monday, June 21, the Parks and Recreation Board hosted a ceremony to 
congratulate the winners of the Great American Cleanup. The winner for the most 
unique find was awarded to the Oakmont Priest Group, most trash picked up was 
awarded to the LDS youth group, and largest liter find was Emma Gordon. 
Winners were presented with a gift card, day use passes to the park, and a 
certificate.  Congratulations to all!  
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Hickory Creek Police Department 

Whether you are spending your summer fishing, jet skiing, 
or floating in a pool during a barbecue, we have compiled 

some water safety tips for your consideration: 

• Wear a life jacket (Personal Floatation Device): According to the Texas Parks and Wildlife Department, 85% 
of the fatal boating accident drowning victims were not wearing a life jacket. There are many types and styles of 
flotation devices. Do some research and make sure you select the correct one. 

• Learn how to swim: Formal lessons can help protect swimmers from drowning. Children swimming in lakes 
and rivers should wear life jackets. 

• Closely supervise children: It only takes a moment for a child to slip below the surface. Drowning is the 
second leading cause of accidental death among children. 

• Be aware of your surroundings: Lakes, rivers and streams are natural environments. Watch for sudden drop 
offs, changing bottoms and unseen limbs, rocks, and other objects. 

• Stay Hydrated: Take breaks, wear sunscreen, drink water and avoid alcohol. 

• Never swim alone: Even experienced swimmers can get tired or experience muscle cramps. Having a buddy 
helps. 

This is the Water Safety way! 

In case of an emergency, call 911! 

Together, we can help our children and ourselves stay safe near water and help reduce 
preventable accidents. 

If you have any questions, comments, or concerns, please do not 
hesitate to contact your Hickory Creek Police Department. We are here to 

serve you! 
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Randy Gibbons has worked for 
Southwest Airlines for almost 24 
years and is currently working as 
the Sr. Manager of Payment 
Strategies and Risk in Treasury.  
He is responsible for executing 
the Company’s consumer 
payment vision across all 
products, channels and 
currencies.  Randy previously 
served 6 years on the Corinth 
City Council before moving to 
Hickory Creek in 2015.  He 
currently serves on the Steeplechase HOA Board of Directors and 
served over 9 years as Board President of his previous HOA.  Randy is 
passionate about serving his community and trying to make a difference 
for his family.  He loves spending time with his family and working with 
computers in his spare time.  Randy is honored to serve in a leadership 
capacity in his local Church and minister to people in their time of need.  

Meet Councilmember Randy Gibbons 

Town Council Reappointments 

Congratulations to Chris 
Gordon,  Town Council 

Place 3 and  Ian Theodore, 
Town Council  Place 5 who 

were reappointed to the 
Town Council due to being 

unopposed.  
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Going on Vacation? 

A huge Thank you and 
Congratulations to Jackson 

Moss for completing an 
Eagle Scout project at 

Arrowhead Park. Jackson 
completed his project by 
painting the pavilion, iron 
railing, and restrooms at 

leg 2.  

May was Motorcycle Safety and 
Awareness Month in the Town of 
Hickory Creek! Please remember 
to be cautious of our friends on 
two wheels!  

Council Recognitions 
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2021 Awards 

During the May 12, 2021 Town Council meeting, council members 
presented the Town Of Hickory Creek’s 2021 Scholars of the Year, 
Sportswoman of the Year and Sportsman of the Year.  Patrick Wenger 
(top left) was named 2021 Sportsman of the Year and Ivelyn Jimenez 
(top right) was named 2021 Sportswoman of the Year. Addison 
Buesing and Gillian Stinson were named 2021 Scholars of the Year. 
Congratulations to all recipients. 
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How to Care for Your Tree During a Texas Summer 

It’s Summertime in Texas, and that means one thing: it is hot. While older, more established trees are well 
adapted to the heat and humidity, younger and newly planted trees will struggle to thrive under these harsh 
conditions, causing stress to the tree that can lead to stunted growth, decay and even death. 

Learn more about two easy things you can do at home to help relive 
the stress on your tree during the Summer, helping it reach its full 
potential: 

Properly Water Your Tree 

Like us, water is important in the basic life functions of a tree. Young 
or newly planted trees have not had the time to grow an extensive 
root system that older trees have. While the tree is growing this root 
system, it is important to supply it with a regular, deep watering. 
While temperatures stay above 90 degrees, you should water your 
tree for 2-3 minutes every 2 to 3 days, ensuring that the area directly 
around the trunk of the tree gets thoroughly saturated. 

The amount of water and frequency of watering will vary based on 
your soil, location and species of tree, so pay close attention as you 
water it. If there is standing water puddling around the tree that 
doesn't drain between watering, consider watering less, letting the 
pooled water soak in. If the tree is in a shady spot that doesn’t get 
exposed to direct sunlight all day, the tree may not require as much 
water as a tree in direct sun all day. 

Some species of tree require more water while others don’t need much at all. There are plenty of resources 
available to help identify and find the water needs of your tree online that should help you create the perfect 
watering schedule.. 

Mulch Your Tree 

Often overlooked or improperly executed, mulching a tree is very 
important step when planting and maintaining a tree. A layer of 
mulch, about 1-2-inch thick, should be placed around the tree to the 
same radius as the tree’s canopy. The edge of the mulch ring 
should be mounded to form a donut shape around the tree so water 
will get funneled toward the tree. 

This layer of mulch will help retain moisture around the roots of the 
tree, letting the roots absorb the water that would otherwise be lost 
through evaporation. 

DO NOT mound the mulch up around the trunk of the tree. Covering 
the trunk retains too much moister, allowing fungus and bacteria to 
thrive that lead to rot and decay in the tree as well as providing 
hiding spaces for insects that could harm the tree. 

A mulch bed will also help suppress grass and weeds that would 
compete with the tree for water and resources. Mulch should be 
kept away from the trunk and used to cover the soil containing the  
tree’s roots. 

Maintaining a regular water schedule and mulching to help retain 
water will help ensure your trees health and happiness over these next hot months. 

The conditions a tree endures while its young effects its future, so it is important to give your tree all the help 
it needs now to grow and become established for generations to come. Your tree will appreciate anything you 
can do to remove stress from its life as it grows to become another member of your home.  

 

 

Helping your tree survive and thrive under harsh conditions 

By Eric Wettengel, Urban Forestry Coordinator for the Texas Trees Foundation 
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Hickory Creek provides a 30% senior discount on trash and recycling services for residents 
over 65. To get signed up, bring your trash bill and drivers license to Town Hall and let us know 
you’re eligible for the discount. The Town will contact Republic Services for your discount on 
future bills. Once your information has been submitted, there is no need to reapply each year.  
Senior discounts previously applied for with Waste Management will carry over to Republic 
Services.  

Republic Services Senior Discount 

Denton County Alert-Get Signed 
Spring in Texas means unpredictable weather and we want our residents to be prepared! 
SMART Weather messages from Everbridge are automatically sent when the National Weather 
Service issues a severe weather warning message. To get signed up go to 
www.dentoncounty.com. You will need to set up a new account even if you have been 
previously signed up with CODERED. 

The Town of Hickory Creek is accepting applications for a 
position in Public Works. Ability to operate equipment 
such as a backhoe, dump truck, mower, weed eater and 
front end loader to perform various job duties maintaining 
streets and parks. Skilled in the use of hand and power 
tools. Inspect equipment before and after use, perform 
minor maintenance activities and report exceptional 
problems to supervisor. Perform other duties as assigned. 
Have the ability to perform physical tasks and handle 
moderate to heavy lifting. Ability to work in all kinds of 
weather and follow safety regulations. Qualified applicants 
must have a High School Diploma or GED; experienced in 
backhoe operations; possession of or ability to readily obtain a valid CDL Driver’s License 
issued by the State of Texas; within one year of hire. Successful applicants must submit to a 
background investigation and drug screen. 

Our Public Works Department is Hiring! 

The Hickory Creek Police Department is happy to announce 
that over $1300 was raised for UNT Kristin Farmer Autism 
Center. Investigator Loughry and Sergeant Causseaux 
delivered the donation Monday, May 10 and the wonderful 
staff gave them a tour. Investigator Loughry and Sergeant 
Causseaux had the chance to meet some of the amazing 
children that receive various services from KFAC.  They are 
grateful for the relationships made, the training received, and 
the resources they have available to better help them serve 
our community. 

Autism Awareness Month Fundraiser 
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Lake Cities Fourth of July 

 

 Motorized vehicles may not be parked on the street in the same spot over 48 
hours. 

 Non-motorized vehicles, boats, trailers, etc., may not be stored on the street. 

 Any vehicle that cannot physically or legally operate on a public street may not 
be parked or stored in the street.  Texas’ moratorium expired April 15th so this 
includes cars without current registration stickers or plates.  

 Do not park within 15 feet of a fire hydrant, 20 feet of an intersection, 30 feet of 
a stop sign, or any other traffic sign or signal, and 50 feet of a railway crossing 
arm. 

 No vehicle may park on the sidewalk. 

 Sporting equipment (basketball goals, ramps, etc.), containers, or any other 
property may not be put in or next to the street, sidewalk, or any other public 
right of way. 

 Vehicles being advertised for sale may not be stored in the street.   

 Vehicles may not be used as signs. This does not include regularly used work vehicles displaying company 
information.  

 Large commercial vehicles may not be parked or stored on any street unless actively unloading and not blocking 

traffic.  

 Except in a few specific instances, vehicles may not park on dirt or grass, on a vacant lot or drive across a curb.  

 Golf carts must follow the same operation and parking rules as other vehicles.  For more information on golf 
carts, see the Code of Ordinances, Article 12.06. 

 

Parking regulations may be found in the Code of Ordinances, Article 12.05.  Contact Code Enforcement at 940/497-
2528 ext.225 with questions or violations may be reported at www.hickorycreek-tx.gov/code-compliance. 

Hickory Creek Parking Regulations 
Just a reminder of some of the parking rules 

Community Garden 
Do you have a green thumb, love spending time outside, and 
have some free time on your hands? Well, we have the 
perfect volunteer opportunity for you! Our public works 
department planted in the community garden for the first time 
ever this spring and had a very successful season. We are 
looking to pass the garden down to a group of residents who 

enjoy being outdoors and want 
to take part in giving back to 
their community. If this sparks 
your interest and you would like 
to participate in the fall garden 
season please email your 
contact information to 
ashley.vinson@hickorycreek-
tx.gov. 
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Hickory Creek Hometown Hero Dennis Day 

Dennis Day was drafted into the US Army in 
1969. He attended Basic Training at Fort 
Leonard Wood, MO, and AIT (Advanced Infantry 
Training) at Fort Lewis, WA. He then received 
orders for the Republic of Vietnam where he was 
assigned to a QRF (Quick Reaction Force) 
platoon in the 1st Air Cavalry Airmobile. 

 

Mr. Day received 
three (3) Bronze 
Stars for Heroism, two with “V” device, the Combat 
Infantry Badge, Presidential Unit Citation, Air Medal 
and the Army Commendation Medal with “V” Device 
for Heroism. During his time in Vietnam he was 
promoted to Sargent E5. During his time there he 
made hundreds of combat assaults into enemy 
territory in Cambodia as well as Vietnam. 
 

After leaving the Army in October 1970, with an 
Honorable Discharge, Mr. Day and wife Pamela 

moved to Texas in 1973. He spent nearly 40 years in Telecom working for Collins 
Radio, MCI Telecommunications, WorldCom and Verizon communications before 
retiring in 2011.  
 

He and his wife then found Hickory Creek in 2016 and moved there from Garland 
and love every minute of it. Mr. Day currently serves as an alternate on the Board 
of Adjustments for the Town of Hickory Creek.  

 

Dennis Day is located on the Left 
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Great American Cleanup 

The Town of Hickory 
Creek Parks and 
Recreation Board 
hosted a social 
distanced Great 

American Cleanup 
from March 1 through 
April 30. Participants 

picked up cleanup 
supplies at Town Hall 

and submitted 
pictures to be 

considered for prizes. 
Thank you to all those 
who participated and 
to Clean and Green 

Carwash who donated 
a free carwash 
voucher in each 

supply bag. Over nine 
bags of trash were 

cleaned up from our 
parks! 
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Thank you to Alyssa Martinez, our Animal Services  
Officer, who rescued this abandoned dog, Maximus. If 
you are interested in adopting Maximus, please 
contact the animal shelter. 

Keep Our Water Clean 

Water is an essential part of our lives,. In addition to 
quenching our thirst, we depend on it for recreation, to irrigate 
our farms and water our livestock, and to run our businesses. 
The job to protect water quality is complex. Governmental 
organizations and citizens must all work together to protect 
and restore water resources. 

Misapplication of fertilizer poses a significant threat to surface 
water and groundwaters. More is not always better when 
fertilizing your yard. Excessive watering or a rainstorm can 
wash away the chemical excess-wasting your money and 
endangering nearby waterways. 

 

• Apply pesticides and fertilizers according to the label’s 
directions and only to plants that are specified on the label. Only use the recommended amount of 
pesticide or fertilizer.  

• Use the least-toxic pesticide first. 

• Choose natural or organic fertilizers. 

• After mowing, leave grass clippings on your lawn. These clippings act as a slow-release fertilizer for 
your grass. 

• Plants that are native or well adapted to Texas require less pesticides and fertilizers when managed 
properly. 

Take Care of Texas-Conservation Tips 

Public Works Director Jeffrey 
McSpedden, Councilmember Kenney, 

Councilmember Dupree, Councilmember 
Gordon, Town Administrator, John Smith, 

Denton County Commissioner, Bobby 
Mitchell,  Judge Andy Eads, 

Councilmember Gibbons, and 
Councilmember Theodore pictured in 

front of the Hickory Creek float from the 
Lake Cities 4th of July Parade. The 

Hickory Creek float featured the band 
Groove Collective and won first place in 

the Lake Cities Independence Day 
Parade.  



Page 15 

 

 

Community  

Reminders 

Boat Ramp &  

Day Use Passes 
Animal 

Registration 

Alarm  

Permits 

All commercial and residential alarm 
systems are required to register 
every January. First time residential 
alarm systems require a $50 
application fee. Renewals are free. 
Applications may be found online or 
at Town Hall.  

Residents are required to register all 
cats and dogs with  Animal Services. 
There is no charge to register but 
you must have a valid copy of their 
rabies vaccination certificate. 
Residents may register animals at  
the animal shelter, town hall or 
online. 

Boat ramp and day use passes for 
2021 can now be purchased or 
picked up at Town Hall, online or at 
pay stations located in Arrowhead, 
Point Vista, and Sycamore Bend. If 
you purchase the pass at the park 
pay station you will receive a receipt 
that requires you to stop by Town 
Hall during business hours to pick up 
a permanent sticker. If you purchase 
passes online, we send the pass to 
you in the mail. Hickory Creek 
residents receive a FREE day use 
pass but you must come by Town 
Hall to pick up the pass. Boat ramp 
passes for Hickory Creek residents 
are $25. Please place all passes in 
the front windshield by the inspection 
sticker so they may easily be seen 
by officers.  



 

Visit Your Town Hall 
 

Parks & Recreation Board—Third Monday 

Planning & Zoning Commission—Third Tuesday  

Town Council—Fourth Monday  
 

Economic Development Corporation—Third Thursday 

 

All meetings begin at 6:00 pm 

Hickory Creek  

Town Hall 

1075 Ronald Reagan 
Avenue 

940-497-2528 

Monday -  Thursday 

7:00 AM - 4:30 PM 

Friday 

7:00 AM - 11:00 AM 

Police Department 

1075 Ronald Reagan 
Avenue 

940-497-3520 

Police/Fire Emergency 911 

Non Emergency  

940-349-1600 

Upcoming Town Closures 

Monday, September 6 Labor Day 

Monday, October 11 Columbus Day 

Thursday, November 11 Veterans Day 

Hickory Creek  

Animal Shelter 

970 Main Street 

940-349-1600 

Monday - Thursday 

6:00 AM - 3:30 PM 

Friday 

6:00 AM -10:00 AM 

Saturday -  Sunday* 

9:00 AM -  1:00 PM 

 

*For adoptions only 


