
Lakeside News 
October - December 2018 Edition 

Dear Fellow Citizens, 

 

I hope your Fall is off to a great start!  Our council had a busy summer as we prepared for the 
coming fiscal year, which started October 1.  

 

I am pleased to announce that the Town Council adopted a balanced budget for 2018-2019 and 
adopted a property tax rate of .347535 per $100 of assessed value.  The total property tax values 
for Hickory Creek were $471,201,451 in 2017 and increased to $564,511,828 for the 2018 tax year.   

 

The significant increase in our overall value can be attributed to the voluntary annexation of 
Steeplechase North, which added over $41 million to our town’s value, new homes that have been 
built in Hickory Creek in the past year (approximately $21 million), and the increased value of existing homes.  

 

It’s important to note, however, that our Council adopted the Effective Tax Rate, which provides the town the same amount of 
revenue as the prior year on properties taxed in both years. The Council reduced the tax rate from 0.366933 (prior year’s 
rate)  to 0.347535 per $100 of value.  In other words, as values have increased, the Council has reduced the tax rate to 
offset increased tax bills for our citizens.  Your property tax bill includes school, county and Hickory Creek taxes, but the only 
tax affected by this rate is your Hickory Creek tax. 

 

Our council met recently in an extended work session to discuss goals and town projects for the coming year.  Much of our 
discussion centered around our parks, because our parks play a vital role in the identity of our community. We have 
determined that we need to update our Parks Master Plan, and the Council is in the process of selecting a firm to guide us in 
our planning process. Other projects the council discussed include solar street lighting along Point Vista and Turbeville 
Roads, the addition of Hickory Creek monument signs to improve our “brand identity,” and additional sidewalks in several 
areas of town. The Council also discussed a plan to reduce our energy consumption by 5% this year, following the 
recommendations of SECO, the State Energy Conservation Office.   

 

The most important goal for our council every year is ensuring the safety of our citizens.  Our Harbor Grove neighborhood 
does not currently have fire hydrants in the interior of the subdivision, which means in the 
event of a fire, extra time is required to transport water from hydrants outside the 
neighborhood.  In our last newsletter, I mentioned that the Town of Hickory Creek and 
LCMUA reached an agreement to provide hydrants in the subdivision.  The first phase of the 
project will include a loop along Harbor Lane, Hilltop Lane, and Strait Lane, and is set to 
begin in early October.  The addition of the fire hydrants will not only provide much needed 
safety, but will also lower ISO ratings for the neighborhood, resulting in reduced insurance 
costs for our citizens.  

 

Road construction….. what a headache!  I apologize again for the delays on Point Vista 
Road. Prior to construction, an Atmos gas line was marked at one depth, but when our 
contractors began work, they discovered the line was not as deep as indicated.  The gas line 
is being relocated, but we have experienced longer than anticipated delays due to Atmos 
gas line issues in other parts of the Metroplex.  A subcontractor, Pantheon, is now onsite 
relocating the line, and our road construction crews are ready to mobilize as soon as the 
relocation is complete.   

 

Be sure to mark your calendar for Arbor Day & our annual Tree Lighting (details inside). 

I look forward to seeing you there! 

 

Best regards, 

 

Lynn Clark 
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From the Hickory Creek Police Department 

Hello from the Hickory Creek Police Department!                  

We hope everyone is doing well and is having a great year so far.  Halloween is 
coming, and costume parties and trick-or-treaters are coming with it.  Here are some 
tips to consider when choosing your costumes, and to help keep you safe! 

S- Swords, knives, and other costumes accessories should be short, soft and 
flexible. 
A- Avoid trick-or-treating alone.  Walk in groups or with trusted adults. 
F- Fasten reflective tape to costumes and bags to help drivers see you. 
E- Examine all treats for choking hazards and tampering before eating. 

 

H- Hold a flashlight while trick-or-treating to help you see and others see you. 
A- Always test makeup on small areas first.  
L- Look both ways before crossing the street.  Use crosswalks whenever possible. 
L- Lower your risk from getting sick by not overeating candy. 
O- Only walk on sidewalks and NOT on the road to prevent accidents. 
W- Wear well-fitting masks, costumes, and shoes to avoid blocked vision, trips and 
falls. 
E- Eat only factory-wrapped treats.  Avoid eating homemade treats made by 
strangers. 
E- Enter homes only if you are with a trusted adult.  Only visit well let houses. 
N- Never accept rides from strangers.   

After Halloween, many citizens go on vacations for the holidays.  Did you know the 
Hickory Creek Police Department will conduct a vacation watch on your residence 
when you go out of town? 

Go to the Hickory Creek Police website located at www.hickorycreek-tx.gov and 
complete the vacation watch form online!  It’s that simple.   
If you need any assistance with setting up a vacation watch, please call the Denton 
County non-emergency number at 940-349-1600 option 9 and request to speak to 
an officer.  We will be happy to help you out! 
If you have any questions, comments or concerns, please do not 
hesitate to contact your police department.  We are here to serve 
you! 

http://www.hickorycreek-tx.gov
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Citizen Satisfaction Survey Results Annual Tree Lighting 

Santa Claus is coming to Town 
Hall. The 2018 annual Hickory 
Creek Tree Lighting will be 
held on Friday, December 7 
from 6pm until 8pm. We will 
have refreshments, crafts, 
music, a photo booth, movie, 
prizes, a train,  pictures with 
Santa and more. The Town is 
partnering with Micah Pinson 
to collect toys for Texas 
Scottish Rite Hospital for 
Children. Toys can be 
dropped off during Town Hall 
hours or at the Tree Lighting.  

This year we will have a 
Gingerbread House Contest. 
Anyone can enter the contest. 
Gingerbread Houses may only 
be made of edible ingredients 
and contestants are 
responsible for providing their 
own materials. Gingerbread 

Houses MUST BE COMPLETED BEFORE the Tree Lighting. Contestants 
are responsible for transporting their COMPLETED Gingerbread House to 
the Tree Lighting on Friday, December 7 between 5:30pm and 6pm. 
Gingerbread Houses will be on display during the event.  The winner will 
be announced when prizes are given away and must be present to 
receive their award.  All Gingerbread Houses MUST BE picked up at the 
close of the tree lighting. Any  Gingerbread Houses left at the tree lighting 
will be discarded. For more information on the Tree Lighting or 
Gingerbread House contest please call Town Hall at 940.497.2528. 
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The Town of Hickory Creek Parks and Recreation Board will be 
hosting an Arbor Day Celebration at Town Hall on Saturday, 
November 3 from 10am to 12pm. The 
event celebrates Hickory Creek’s tenth 
(10) year as a Tree City USA and 
engages the town and visitors in 
educational, fun-filled, and 
developmental activities for all ages.  

Guests will enjoy educational activities by 
tree experts, family fun-filled games 
geared towards children of all ages, and 
education/awareness regarding tree 
benefits, with educational handouts, dog 
walking led by our Animal Services 
Department and capped by free tree giveaways and complementary 
lunch provided by Mark Tucker Insurance. 

As a means to get more pertinent information to more of our 
residents, the Town of Hickory Creek has joined Nextdoor! Watch 
our Nextdoor account for information about upcoming events, 
closings, and much more.  

The Town of Hickory Creek offers our residents Denton and Lake Dallas 
Library card reimbursements. The Town will reimburse residents up to 
$50 per household. To receive the refund, bring the receipt from the 

Denton or Lake Dallas Library and a copy of 
your drivers license with your Hickory Creek 
address (or a utility bill with your address) 
and we will send a check to you in the mail 
for reimbursement. 

Arbor day 

Library Cards 
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The new water tower for the west side of Hickory Creek 
is up and fully functioning. For some homes the pressure 
is a much needed improvement for showers, faucets, 
etc. If the water pressure in your home has increased 
and is not necessary, please contact the Lake Cities 
Municipal Utility Authority (LCMUA) at 940.497.2999 to 

have a PRV or pressure relief valve installed at no cost. Thank you to the 
LCMUA for their work and commitment to the citizens of Hickory Creek and 
the increased water pressure the tank will bring to the west side of town.  

We are excited to announce Hickory Creek is 
growing.  Phase II of Shadow Creek Estates has 
begun and will consist of thirty-seven new homes 
in Hickory Creek.  
There is another proposed subdivision located by 
Lakeview with approximately ninety new homes. 
A new commercial site is also under development located at the corner of 
Turbeville and the I-35 Service road. A daycare will be included in the 
development and a couple of pad sites.  

Providing fire protection to Harbor Grove 
residents has been a top priority for the town 
council for many years. The construction and 
installation of the necessary infrastructure to 
provide the water supply for fire protection 
will begin soon. Fire hydrants spaced 
approximately every 500’ will be installed on 
Strait Lane, Harbor Lane, and Hilltop Lane.  

Water Tower 

Coming  soon 

In early September, a school zone speed limit sign was 
placed on Point Vista for the students at the Corinth Classical 
Academy located in the  Cornelius Town Center adjacent to 
Walmart. School zone hours are 7:30 am -  8:30 am and 2:30 
pm -  4:00 pm on school days. Please use caution and stay 
off the phone when driving through the area. 

CAUTION: SCHOOL ZONE  
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Council Recognitions 

Glenn Williams was recognized 
for his service on the Planning 

and Zoning Board.  

Cristian Cruz was recognized 
for repairing the boat ramp 

gangway at Arrowhead Park 
Leg 2.  

June 19 Council Recognitions 

Not pictured but also recognized were Rachel 
Shockey and John Donahue for their service on the 

Board of Adjustment. Noah Elrod was also recognized 
for his service on the Parks and Recreation Board.  

“Alone we can do so little; together we can do so much” -Helen Keller 
 

Colin Culberson was recognized for the 
wood duck nesting habitats he built in 

Sycamore Bend. 

July 17 Council Recognitions 

The Parks & Recreation Board is currently seeking a new 
board member. To fill out an application go to 

www.hickorycreek-tx.gov  Click on Government, Boards & 
Commissions, Parks  & Recreation Board, Volunteer Board 
Applications.  You must  have resided in the state for twelve 

(12) months and in the town for six (6).  
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New & improved businesses 

Crews have been busy with many 
new and improved construction 
projects here in Hickory Creek. Our 
residents were quick to notice their 
go to gas station, Murphy USA 
closed down in late July for a 
complete remodel, gas pumps and 
all. The plan for Murphy is to reopen in November with a walk in convince store and 
twelve new gas pumps. They will have fresh coffee, slushies, and food. 

Many have asked about the current Aaron’s 
building and we are happy to report  
RaceTrac has been diligently submitting 
required permits to take up residence in that 
location. Demolition on Aaron’s has been 
approved and will begin soon. The RaceTrac 

will include sixteen new gas pumps, 
glassed in seating and patio and 
outdoor seating. They also have an 
app for your mobile device to earn 
points and redeem for rewards like 
their Swirl World frozen yogurt/ice 
cream treat. While we do not have an 
estimated date for completion, we are 
excited to have the new RaceTrac 
concept here in Hickory Creek. 

Ely’s Mexican Grill is in the final stages 
of completion. Ely’s will be located at 
6060 South Stemmons #600 next to 
Southwest RV Rentals, Walcott 
Mechanical and VIP Finance.  
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 Tree rebate program 

In an effort to increase  your property value and  improve livability in our 
Town, Hickory Creek is offering a tree rebate program beginning 
November 1, 2018  through May 1, 2019.  To participate, purchase one 
of the qualifying trees below and you can apply for a $25 rebate for 
each tree, up to three trees per property.  Select a tree that is at least 
five gallons in size, costs at least $25, receive a paid invoice or 
receipt showing the date of purchase, supplier name, and address, 
the size of the tree(s), and 
the price of the tree (s). 
Only trees purchased 
between November 1, 2018 
and May 1, 2019 qualify. 
Residents may fill out the 
application online or at Town 
Hall for the rebate. The Town 
Council has appropriated a 
limited amount of funds for 
this program. Once the funds 
are extinguished, there will be 
no further rebates. Applications will be considered on a first-come, first 
served basis.  For more information regarding the program go to our 
website www.hickorycreek-tx.gov. Click under Community and Tree 
Rebate Program or contact Town Hall at  940.497.2528. 
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Hickory Creek provides a 30%  senior discount on trash 
and recycling services for  residents over 65.  To get 
signed up, bring your trash bill and drivers license to Town 
Hall and let us know you‘re eligible for the discount.   The 
Town will contact Waste Management for your discount on 
future bills. Once your information has been submitted, 
there is no need to reapply each year.  

Every winter, on days with freezing temperatures, multiple 
complaints are received about water from sprinkler 
systems and other sources creating icy conditions around 
town. The Town of Hickory Creek’s Drought and Water 
Usage Plan states: 

“A person commits an offense if he knowingly or recklessly irrigates, waters, or 
causes or permits the irrigation or watering of a lawn or landscape located on 
premises owned, leased, or managed by the person in  a manner that causes….the 
formation of ice or any other hazardous condition.” 

If you have a sprinkler system, disable the system anytime the forecast calls for 
freezing temperatures or install a rain/freeze sensor to prevent future problems. Also, 
eliminate any other ways that ice may form and create a hazard. Violations can result 
in the issuance of citations. 

Wintery Weather 

Upcoming Bulk Trash Days 

   October 18     November 15     December 20    January 17 

Waste Management’s innovative Solar-Powered Trash 
Compactor helps keep public spaces clean and can 
reduce trash collections by up to 80%. By compressing 
its  contents, the unit gains capacity, so it doesn't have 
to be emptied as often. Fewer collections mean cost-
savings for labor, fuel, and maintenance and reduced 
greenhouse gas emissions. Powered by the sun, their 
eco-friendly compactors work in every kind of weather-
snow, rain, or shine. The new trash compactors were 
placed in Sycamore Bend and Arrowhead Park.  

Solar-Powered Trash Compactor, powered by BigBelly® Solar  



Page 10 

From the Arbor Day Foundation By Mary Sweeney 

 

DIY: The Importance of Mulch in the winter 

 
Like presents from Santa Claus, mulch seems to be that mysterious gift of woodchips 
most people assume little Tree Elves leave in a nice layer around the base of some lucky 
trees. Not every tree, though, and certainly not in the same manner, because, let’s face it, 
if the Tree Elves were predictable people could do it themselves! 

In all seriousness, though, mulch is an important aspect to the care and maintenance of a 
tree – and it often gets overlooked. As a certified arborist, I get many questions about 
trees and tree health from friends, family, and neighbors. One question that doesn’t get 
asked a lot, though, is about mulch. 

Some neighbors mulch their trees every year. Some never do it. Some nurseries plant trees with 6-12 inches of mulch 
built up around the tree (entirely too much!) and others don’t leave nearly enough. Fear not, though…I’ll share with you a 
few of the main reasons and best practices for mulching so you don’t have to rely on the Elves to do it for you anymore. 

What is mulch? Mulch is a protective layer of inorganic or organic material spread around the base of a tree. It can take 
many forms and color depending on what area of the country you find yourself, but some of the more common mulches 
are woodchips, pine needles, leaves, or compost mixes. Although inorganic materials, like stones or pulverized rubber, 
can be used for mulch, most arborists prefer organic mulches for the benefits they can provide to the soil upon 
decomposition. 

Why do we mulch? Mulching is important for many reasons, especially for newly planted trees, but the most significant 
reasons are listed below: 

1. Mulch helps to lock in moisture and regulate temperature around the base of a tree so on a hot summer day your 
tree’s roots don’t dry out too quickly and on a cold day they are well insulated. 

2. Mulch provides a protective zone spreading out from the trunk of a tree that keeps lawn care tools, like mowers and 
weed whackers, from damaging the trunk of the tree. 

3. Mulch controls weed growth around the base of a tree that can sometimes cause competition for the growth of a 
tree. 

Over time, organic mulches can improve the soil condition, structure, and biology around a tree.  

How much and where do you put the mulch? As a general rule, mulch should be spread 
around the base of a tree extending out to the edge of the tree’s crown (about 3 feet across) 
in a layer of about 2-4 inches thick. Always make sure the trunk of the tree is exposed and 
not covered by the mulch (about 3 inches from trunk to mulch is ideal). A mound of mulch 
that looks like a volcano with a tree sprouting out the top (Volcano Mulching) is NOT what 
you want around your tree. A good illustration of what you DO want is available 
at arborday.org. 

When is the best time to mulch? If you are planting a new tree, make sure to water the 
tree slowly and then apply your mulch to help lock in the layer of moisture. After that, it’s best 
to check your tree at least once a year to see if a new layer of mulch needs to be added. 
When mulch is already present, check the depth and break up any chunks that may have 
formed so water can still penetrate the ground through the mulch. If additional mulch is 

needed, add that to the top of the current mulch (ensuring the final depth is still not deeper than 2-4 inches). 

There is so much more that can be shared about the benefits and how-to’s of mulching but this should get you started so 
you don’t have to wait around for the Tree Elves to do the work for you.  

https://www.arborday.org/trees/tips/mulching.cfm
https://www.arborday.org/trees/tips/mulching.cfm
http://blog.arborday.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/10/mulch.jpg
http://blog.arborday.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/10/figure-mulching-tips1.gif
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Community Reminders 

Boat Ramp & Day Use Passes 

Boat ramp and day use passes expire on 
December 31 of each year. You can purchase 2019 
passes at Town Hall, online, or at the pay stations located 
in Arrowhead, Point Vista, and Sycamore Bend. If you 
purchase the pass at the park pay station you will receive 
a receipt that requires you to stop by Town Hall during 
business hours to pick up a permanent sticker. If you 

purchase passes online, we send the pass to you in the mail. Hickory Creek 
Residents receive a FREE day use pass but you must come by and pick it up at Town 
Hall. Boat ramp passes for Hickory Creek residents are $35. Having an expired park 
pass can result in a citation. Please place all passes in the front windshield by the 
inspection sticker so they may easily be seen.   

Many of our residents will be traveling or making 
plans to travel in the upcoming months. To have an 
officer drive by and check your residence while you 
will be away fill out a vacation watch by going to our 
website at www.hickorycreek-tx.gov.  

Vacation watch 

The Town of Hickory Creek requires all cats and dogs be registered with 
Animal Services annually. There is no charge to register, just bring a 
valid copy of their rabies vaccination certificate by town hall.  

Animal Registration 

Hickory Creek requires that all commercial and 
residential alarm systems to be registered with the town every January.  
First time residential alarms and commercial alarm systems require a $50 
application fee. Subsequent home renewals are currently free. Failure to 
register an alarm system and/or multiple false alarms may result in 
citations and fines. Applications may be found on the Permits page of the 
town website or come by the Building Department at Town Hall. For more 
information contact 940.497.2528. 

Alarm System Registration 



Since holiday celebrations and the New Year are rapidly approaching, most of us 
make an effort to keep a New Year’s resolution or two. Whether we try to save 
money, lose weight, or quit certain habits, one habit worth breaking is throwing away 
items that can be reused or recycled. 

Every year, landfills take on more and more things we no longer want or need. In fact, 
in 2015, Texans added about 33.5 million tons of stuff to them. That’s more than six-
and-a-half pounds of trash per Texan per day! If recent trends continue, that number 
will have increased for 2016. And at this rate, we only have enough landfill space to 
last another 56 years. 

Here are some easy ways to reduce waste – even before the new year starts: 

 Use–and reuse–gift bags, since most gift wrap is difficult to recycle. 

 Serve meals on reusable plates with cloth napkins, and compost the appropriate 
food scraps. 

 Buy only the products you need, and use up the products you buy before throwing 
them out. Buy products made from or packaged in recycled materials. 

 Consider purchasing refurbished electronics. The average household has 
approximately 28 electronic devices. Old electronics can be sold or donated, or 
recycled. 

 Rechargeable batteries are everywhere. Most can be recharged up to 1,000 
times, but when they no longer hold a charge, recycle them instead of tossing 
them in the trash where they can pose a threat to groundwater. 

 People receive more than 80 billion pieces of junk mail each year and most of it 
ends up in landfills. Opt out of unwanted catalogs, prescreened credit and 
insurance offers. And remember to recycle that junk mail you still receive. 
Consider reusing holiday cards in craft projects instead of tossing them in the 
trash. 

Visit TakeCareofTexas.org for more ways to conserve energy and water, reduce 
waste, keep the air and water clean, and save money. Then, pledge to Take Care of 
Texas, and we’ll mail you a free Texas State Parks Guide. 

Resolve to reduce waste during the holiday season 

Page 12 

http://takecareoftexas.org/
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See You at the Station 

The Town of Hickory Creek hosted the 3rd Annual “See You 
At The Station” on Wednesday, September 19th at 8am. The 
event, originally founded in 2015 by a citizen in Robinson, 
Texas was organized to pray for our police officers, 
firefighters, and all first responders.  

Approximately seventy police officers from Corinth, Hickory 
Creek, and Lake Dallas, firefighters from the Lake Cities Fire 
Department, town and city staff members, pastors, Lake 
Cities Chamber of Commerce members, and elected officials 
joined together to support the men and women who put their 
lives on the line to serve and protect our community. 
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Hickory Creek helping hands 
 
Hope you all have a great Thanksgiving and holiday season.  This 
has been a very quiet year from the Helping Hands prospective, but 
a blessing for our citizens. 
  
This holiday season there will be an on-going food drive (drop at 
town hall) which will support those in need for our Fill The Pantry 
project which happens every holiday season. The food drive will 

serve as a support system 
for the Helping Hands 
Committee to assist with the 
FTP project (Fill The Pantry) 
as we did last year over the 
holidays. 
  
Also, now until December 14, 
there is a Texas Scottish Rite 
Hospital for Children Donation Station in the 
town hall lobby.  Please be sure to help with 
either toys or can food this holiday 
season.  Simply run up to town hall if you 
have any donations. 
  
Moving forward our Helping Hands 
committee will be looking for a few families in 
need who live in Hickory Creek.  I hope we 
can bless them with meals/groceries/gift 
cards prior to the holidays.   We would like to 
provide staple items for breakfast, lunch, 
dinner and a holiday meal for each family 
selected. 
  
Thank you all again, we look forward to the 
Hickory Creek Helping Hands leaving a small 
print while blessing some local families in 
need. 
  
Happy Holidays, 
  
Hickory Creek Helping Hands 
helping.hands@hickorycreek-tx.org 
mobile 817-235-9944 
  

mailto:helping.hands@hickorycreek-tx.org


 

Visit Your Town Hall 
 

Parks & Recreation Board—2nd Monday @ 6:30 PM 

Planning & Zoning Commission—1st Wednesday @ 7 PM 

Town Council—3rd Tuesday @ 6:30 PM 
Economic Development Corporation—4th Thursday @ 5:30 PM 

 www.hickorycreekEDC.com 

Not on Facebook? Go to our 
website at 

www.hickorycreek-tx.gov. 
Click on Notify Me and 

receive updates by e-mail or 
text from the Town of 

Hickory Creek. 

Hickory Creek Town 
Hall 

1075 Ronald Reagan 
Avenue 

940-497-2528 

Monday -  Thursday 

7:00 AM - 4:30 PM 

Friday 

7:30 AM - 11:30 AM 

Police Department 

1075 Ronald Reagan 
Avenue 

940-497-3520 

Police/Fire Emergency 911 

Non Emergency  

940-349-1600 

Hickory Creek Animal 
Shelter 

970 Main Street 

940-349-1600 

Monday - Friday 

7:00 AM - 3:30 PM 

Saturday -  Sunday 

9:00 AM -  1:00 PM 

Upcoming Town Closures  

November 12 Day After Veteran’s Day 

November 22 Thanksgiving  Day 

November 23 Day After Thanksgiving 

December 24 Christmas Eve 

December 25 Christmas Day 

January 1 New Years Day 


