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From The Mayor’s Desk 
John M. Smith, Jr. 

Dear Friends of Hickory Creek, 

Welcome to the Fall 2011 from the Mayor’s desk.  Let me start with 
great news. The property tax rate will remain at .424287 per one 
hundred dollars of assessed valuations for 2011.  This continues the 
trend for the council strives for to keep the property tax low.  We 
have been able to maintain the same rate since 2009. We will con-
tinue to face the same obstacle as the rest of Texas in the decline of 
overall ad valorem tax revenue (property tax) due to the decline in 
assessed valuations.  In addition, sales tax revenue decreased 
5.35% during the 2010-2011 fiscal year.  We have forecasted a decrease of 6% in sales tax 
revenue preparing the budget for the 2011-2012 fiscal year or the equivalent of $92,400. With all 
of these factors hitting the equation, the town staff and council have again effectively cut costs 
while maintaining services such as fire and police.   The final budget was adopted on September 
20, 2011 and the tax rate was adopted on September 27, 2011 during council meetings. Until the 
economy picks up and real estate values rebound, we will continue to hold the offensive line 
seeking new ways to increase sales tax revenue and property values.  

This leads me into my next segment:  As some of you already know, the former Suzuki Dealer-
ship has become an area of giant trucks and tractors.  The old building will soon be refurbished 
by Xtreme Iron,  a heavy equipment dealership.  This outweighs the empty, vandalized building 
that was vacant for over 3 years.  This is great news to the town for several reasons.  An esti-

mated $300,000 per year in sales tax reve-
nue will begin to see its way into the town 
coffers.  Xtreme Iron forecasts an increase 
in sales and the potential for adding more 
jobs to their business.  This is great news 
in an economy where companies are pre-
dicting a decline in profits. 

The Town Council and I continue to work 
diligently with any developers that ap-
proach our town through retail sales or in-
creasing property values.  We have been 
elected to make the best decisions for the 
town, including but not limited to ensuring 
that future property tax rates stay low, hav-
ing a balanced budget,  and maintaining 
municipal services to keep our town pre-
served and safe.  

 

Regards, 

Mayor John M. Smith 
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Place your ad here In the 

 Call 940-497-2528 or email news@hickorycreek-tx.gov 
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5TH ANNUAL HICKORY CREEK  

ARBOR DAY CELEBRATION 

SYCAMORE BEND PARK 

OCTOBER 15, 2011 10:00 am 

 

Keep Hickory Creek Beautiful will be observing the annual 
celebration of the role trees have in our lives at Sycamore 
Bend Park October 15th.  The event will feature 
the annual tree give-away, recognition of 
those who care for our urban forest and our 
beautiful trees, nature crafts for the kids, 
refreshments, and displays of Arbor 
Day artwork and posters by area stu-
dents.  4th and 5th graders from area 
schools have been invited to submit entries for the Keep 
Texas Beautiful 2011 - 2012      Arbor Day Poster Contest 
“Trees are Terrific … from Acorn to Oak!”  Each participating 
school will submit their chosen designs to Keep Hickory Creek 
Beautiful and winners will be chosen by ballot at Arbor Day.   

 

Please join us in celebrating the beauty of Hickory Creek’s 
trees and parks and plant a tree of your own ! 



Keep Hickory Creek Beautiful is seeking the following volunteer positions.. 

 Photographer to capture activities and assist with Keep Texas Beautiful Award Competitions. 

 Youth Program director 

 Litter Prevention program director  

 Fund raising director 

 Event Coordinator 

 Web site manager 

 Membership and Marketing director 

Call Linda Fulfer at 940-497-2528 to become an essential piece of our team! 
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20% OFF Initial Clean-



 

Fall Colors at the Little Tree Farm 

 Cooler weather means it is time to clean out those garages and closets.  An excellent way to dispose of any un-
wanted items is to hold a garage or “occasional” sale.  However, there are a few things to remem-

ber before holding one. 

 

The term “occasional sale” refers to all sales of used household or personal items at 
the seller’s residence and includes all versions of the term such as garage, yard, es-
tate, rummage, etc.  Some of the main requirements of the Hickory Creek Occasional 
Sale ordinance are: 

 

A permit is required to hold a sale.  Remember town offices close at noon on Friday 

so plan accordingly.  The current permit fee is $5.00.  The permit card must be visibly 
displayed at the sale location.  

Only 2 sales may be held at an address per year.  (Sorry, the state considers it a business if 

more than 2 sales are held and requires that sales tax be paid.).  Each sale may last for 3 con-
secutive days only and may open at sunrise.   

The only items that can be sold are the used personal property of the people holding 

the sale.  Items made specifically to be sold or purchased only for resale at an occasional 
sale are prohibited.  (Sorry again, the state requires that taxes be paid on those items.) 

The permit allows a total of 5 sale signs to be placed out.  Signs must display the address, dates and times of 

the sale and have the permit number on the bottom right corner.  Signs may be no larger than 4 square feet 
and must be posted using a wood or metal spike in the ground.  All signs must be placed on private property.  
Any signs found on public right-of-ways, attached to any other signs, posts, poles or that do not have a valid 
permit number will be removed without notice. 

Signs may be placed out 24 hours prior to the sale and all signs and sale items need to be picked up the 

morning after it closes. 

If you have any questions about how to have an occasional sale, please contact Code Enforcement at 940/497-
2528. 
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CERT OFFERING ONE MORE TRAINING CLASS FOR 2011 

 

Brenda Gormley, Denton County Volunteer CERT Coordinator, has announced one more 
CERT training class for 2011.  This four day class will be held at the Emergency Operations 
Center, 7060 Teasley Lane on October 14/15 and October 21/22, 2011.   

The Friday classes will be held from 6pm until 10pm, and the Saturday classes will be held 
from 8am until 4pm.  A team-oriented drill will end the day on Saturday.  Mrs. Gormley in-
dicates that due to budget constraints, it is uncertain when the next class will be offered.  
Mrs. Gormley and the CERT community want to encourage all those who wish to assist 
their neighborhoods in the event of a disaster to attend this course.  As always, anyone 
from 18 to 80 can help and no one will be asked to do anything beyond their limits. 

Recently, several Hickory Creek residents completed this CERT course.  Congratulations are 
in order for Diane Linley (Lakewood Gardens), Chris McCauley (Lakeview), and Tim Peddi-
cord (Harbor Grove).  Additional volunteers are needed for Hickory Hills, Glenview, Harbor 
Grove, Royal Oaks, Sycamore Bend, and outlying areas.  The Town of Hickory Creek hopes 
to launch its Community Emergency Preparedness Program by January, 2012, and encour-
ages its residents to participate.  To enroll, please contact Brenda Gormley, 940-349-2840, 
fax 940-349-2841, or brenda.gormley@dentoncounty.com .  

Annual Tree Lighting & Chili Cook-Off 

Hickory Creek Town Hall  

1075 Ronald Reagan Ave 

Friday December 2nd   6 p.m.  
 

Hickory Creek will greet the Holiday season December 2nd with a gathering of friends, 
family and community at Town Hall.  Choirs will be singing, Santa will be arriving by 
horse drawn carriage to listen to children’s wishes, the Marines will be on hand to accept 
Toys for Tots donations and everyone can enjoy great homemade chili ($1 a bowl or free 
with a donation to Toys for Tots).  For more information and entry forms, visit 

www.hickorycreek-tx.gov.   
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ANIMAL WELFARE BOARD TO HOLD COMMUNITY GARAGE SALE 
FRIDAY OCTOBER 21st AND SATURDAY OCTOBER 22ND 

The Hickory Creek Animal Welfare Board will be holding a garage sale at the town’s public works and animal shelter lo‐
cated at 970 Main Street. The sale, along with a silent auction and raffle, will be held on Friday October 21st from 8 am 
to5pm and Saturday October 22nd from 9am to 3pm. 
 

All proceeds will go to the Hickory Creek Animal Shelter for the benefit of our current and future animals. 
 
If you don’t want to have your own garage sale, wish to clean out your garage, or if you have after sale items, please 
consider donating them for this event. We are looking for clothing, household items, furniture, lawn and garden, toys 
and any miscellaneous items you may have.  

Drop off days at the public works facility will be Wednesday October 12th from 9am to 5pm and Thursday, October 
13th from 9am to 7pm. 

If you have larger items that need to be picked up, you may contact Ken Lowrie at 940‐465‐7444, Richard Dupree at 
940‐321‐2856, or Lisa Akerblom at 940‐399‐0127 to make arrangements. 

All those who donate items will receive a tax deductable receipt upon request  
 
Some exciting gifts will be available at the silent auction donated by merchants and individuals. Please come 
and join us for this fundraiser and tour the new animal shelter while you are there! 

The Public Works/Animal Shelter 
970 South Main Street, Hickory Creek, Texas 75065 
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SCOUT COMPLETES EAGLE PROJECT IN SYCAMORE BEND PARK 

During the latter part of August 2011, Kyle Hall, a Life Scout with Boy Scout Troop 121 in Carroll-
ton, Texas, restored and improved the entrance sign to Sycamore Bend Park for his Eagle Pro-
ject.  The main entry sign to Sycamore Bend Park was made of cedar and was weathered.  It 
also still had the Corps of Engineers logo on it. The project consisted of adding a new front to the 
existing sign to include the Town of Hickory Creek.  As part of the project, a concrete base was 
constructed and a raised area of natural stone was added.  Kyle is a senior at Creekview High 
School in Carrollton, Texas.  



Town of Hickory Creek… 

On The Lake News 

If you would like to be added to 

our mailing list or have questions 

or  

comments to share,  

please e-mail  

news@hickorycreek-tx.gov 

 call (940) 497-2528  

Town of Hickory Creek 
 …...On The Lake News 
 

1075 Ronald Reagan Blvd. 
Hickory Creek, Texas 75065 

 

Please visit our websites 
www.hickorycreek-tx.gov / www.hickorycreekEDC.com 

Town Hall - 940-497-2528 

Police Department 
 

1075 Ronald Reagan Ave. 
Hickory Creek, Texas 75065 

 

Police Emergency 911 
 

Police Department 
 (940) 497-3520 

 

24/7  (940) 349-1600 

 
Town Hall Meetings 

 
Parks & Recreation Board 
1st Monday at 7:00 p.m. 

 
Planning & Zoning Board 

1st Wednesday at 7:00 p.m. 
 

Animal Welfare Board 
1st Thursday at 7:00 p.m. 

 
Town Council 

3rd Tuesday at 6:30 p.m. 
 

Board of Adjustments 
3rd Thursday at 7:00 p.m. 

 
Economic Development  

(4B) Corporation. 
4th Thursday at 7:00 p.m. 

2011 Events 
Arbor Day—October 15, 2011 

CERT Training— Oct 14-15 & 20-21, 2011 
AWB Garage Sale —October 21-22,2011 

Tree Lighting —December 2, 2011 
Chili Cook Off—December 2, 2011 

Advertising our local businesses 
in support of the new  

Hickory Creek Animal Shelter 
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