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MAY—JULY 

 

Mayor John M. Smith,  

Councilmember Paul Kenney, 

and Councilmember Richard 

DuPree were sworn in at a re-

cent council meeting. 

 

INDEPENDENCE DAY 

JULY 4, 2014 

 

CELEBRATE AND PRESERVE 



 

If you would like to be notified via phone when  “things” happen - use Connect CTY.  

This would keep you on top of road closures, natural emergencies, weather, etc.  Please 

visit www.hickorycreek-tx.gov and  select Connect CTY from the Get to Know Us 

menu. 



For more information go to www.35express.org 
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Does your beautiful baby ride in a car seat?  Of course they do ! Do you ever wonder if it is 

installed correctly and that your baby is as safe as you can make him?  Texas Health Pres-

byterian Hospital in Denton holds Car Seat Inspection for free the first Saturday of every 

month in the hospital parking lot from 10AM-2 PM.  Please call 1-877-THR-WELL (1-

877-847-9355) to schedule your car seat check.  For more information:  

www.texashealth.org/carseat.  

 
Follow us on Twitter 

@HickoryCreekTX 

       A leashed pet is a 

“happy” and safe pet. 
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     Hickory Creek Helping Hands and Mark Tucker Team Up! 
 

Hickory Creek Helping Hands and  our local Hickory Creek business Allstate 

team up to serve those in need around the community. 

 

Mark Tucker, our local All State agent, is giving back to the community with 

which he does business.  Through a creativity marketing strategy, Mark is able 

to serve his community while spending his advertising dollars wisely. 

 

After pairing up with the Town of Hickory Creek Helping Hands community out-

reach, the partnership is able to help some financially who are experiencing 

hardships. 

 

This past month, over $500 was raised for the Harris Family who lost their hus-

band and father from a heart attack in his early 40's.  Another local fundraising 

effort was held at the Hickory Creek Chili's as he was employed by Brinker at 

the time of his passing. 

 

For more information about this team effort or if you know someone in need you 

can email helping.hands@hickorycreek-tx.gov.   

 

You may also visit the town website at hickorycreek-tx.gov 

mailto:helping.hands@hickorycreek-tx.gov


It happened so fast we hardly had time to really think about what we had committed to.  But when I saw them on Facebook 

I instantly fell in love, and that feeling was solidified as soon as we had our hands on them. 

 

It began with a friend in New York who had adopted a Labrador Retriever from a rescue group in Rhode Island called 

Save A Lab. Save A Lab put out an urgent request on behalf of a new mama and her nine brand new puppies who were 

facing certain death by 5 o’clock that very day. Our friend sent the link to me via Facebook and I asked my husband if 

there was anything we might be able to do to help.  In a less than an hour, my husband and I were in our car heading to 

Austin to help save this furry family.  A foster called the shelter and got them to agree to keep them on hold until 7:30 in 

order to give us time to get a rescue plan formulated.  She had the mom and puppies by 7:30, saved from euthanasia.  She 

drove the family to another foster in San Marcos, where they were driven to meet us in Austin.  It caused quite a stir on 

Facebook as we updated our journey and our friends and family cheered us on as we raced to rescue these poor babies and 

their terrified mom!  Especially when – surprise – we learned our family of ten was actually eleven!  Yes, our mama dog 

was a first-time mother to a litter of TEN! 

 

We arrived home at 1:30 in the morning and spent the next two hours bathing each one to remove the ticks, fleas and dirt.  

We placed them in a baby swimming pool full of blankets and sheets.  My husband slept on the floor with them all night 

and called out of work the next morning.  He let me sleep so that I could be alert enough to make it into work the next day. 

 

The next morning, my husband sent a count of each color and gender to Save A Lab and they replied with the babies’ 

names.  They named them all Irish names because this litter was born on St. Patrick’s Day, 2013.  Paddy, Ollie, Liam, 

Keenan, Teagan, Tara, Brigid, Delaney, Keira (Moo), and Erin were all their Irish names.  Mama was named at the shelter, 

but we didn’t think it fit her.  Her name was Petunia, but we just called her P, for short.  I think it’s fair to say their last 

name could be Lucky! 

 

Over the next eight weeks, we treated the mom for mastitis, fever, tape worm, worms, fleas and various other issues.  The 

puppies were treated for worms and given their puppy shots.  There were days we needed to bottle feed them.  We were to 

care for them until Save A Lab transported them up to Rhode Island to be adopted to their forever homes. 

 

The dogs had to be taken to the vet to get a health certificate for transport.  This certificate is only good for 10 days, which 

created a sense of urgency in getting the puppy transport to the northeast organized.  Everyone got a certificate, but P.  Se-

cretly, I was happy to hear this because that meant we got to keep her for a bit longer.  I was ready to adopt her, and I’m 

pretty sure my husband saw that coming from a mile away, but we hadn’t yet discussed it. 

 

On the day of transport, I was greeted at my house by a man that would be taking the first of 28 legs from TX to RI.  The 

transport was arranged by Kindred Hearts and is an all-volunteer organization.  Kissing each puppy and crying the whole 

time, I put five puppies each in the two crates and said my goodbyes.  Thanks to great volunteers and Facebook, I was able 

to follow their journey all the way until they were safely delivered to Rebecca Clark, one of the instrumental lifesavers of 

this group. 

 

All Irish pups were spoken for.  Each adopter had been pre-screened and was anxiously awaiting their arrival.  The fami-

lies of this litter are very close and stay connected via Facebook.  It is funny to see how alike each of these siblings is and 

how quickly, in a year, they’ve grown to be such a big part of each family. 

 

Of course, as the months went by and I still had P, I finally asked my husband if we could keep her.  He agreed and we 

officially adopted her in August of 2013.  We “re-named” her Pea…as in Sweet Pea.  It fits her perfectly. 

 

Save A Lab is a wonderful organization that recognizes the overabundance of animals in the south that are being eutha-

nized and places them with adopters in the north.  They are always in search of fosters in our area that can save and foster 

these labs until transported to Rhode Island.  If you are interested in helping this organization, please visit them at http://

www.savealabnc.com/. 

http://www.savealabnc.com/
http://www.savealabnc.com/
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ABOVE:    Pea and her babies in the 

shelter. 

 

 

 

BELOW:  Pea and babies in their bed 

after freedom.  Good dreams now ! 

Below: 

 

Sweet Pea as she appears today—

well loved and a valued member of 

her new family—Susan and Nolan 

Pazin, Hickory Creek residents and 

excellent dog rescuers. 



Summer Safety Tips 
From Hickory Creek Municipal Court 

 

The schedules of parents with children sometimes change during the Summer months.  We may be home with our children more 

often or we may be dropping them off at a new caregiver.  Here are some Summer Safety Tips, no matter what your schedule, to keep your 

children safe. 

 

Never Leave A Child Alone In a Car – Not Even For a Minute - An outside temperature of 101 degrees can easily result in an 

interior temperature of 140 degrees, even with the window slightly open. 

     Set your cell phone or Outlook reminder to be sure you dropped your child off at day care.  Place your cell phone, 

purse or other important item needed at your next stop on the floor in front of the child in the backseat. 

     Always lock your car and ensure children do not have access to keys or remote entry devices. Teach your children 

that vehicles are never to be used as a play area. 

     If a child is missing, check the pool first, and then your car and any other vehicles at your house, including car 

trunks. 

     If you see a child unattended in a hot vehicle, call 911 immediately. 
 

Never Leave A Child Unattended Around Water  - Drowning is the leading cause of injury-related death among children 

between 1 and 4 years old.  It’s the third leading cause of death among children. 

     There is no room for compromise on this.  Babies can drown in as little as an inch of water. 

     Put the cell phone away, forget about all the things you have to do and give young children 100 percent of your 

attention when they are near or around water. 

     Empty all tubs, buckets, containers and wading pools immediately after use, and store upside down and out of 

reach. 

     Keep toilet lids closed and use toilet seat locks.  Also keeping doors to bathrooms closed is a good idea. 

     Parents have a million things to do, but learning CPR should be on top of the list.  It will give you great peace of 

mind. 
 

Store All Medications out of Sight and Reach – Medications are the leading cause of child poisoning. In 3 out of 4 emer-

gency room visits for medicine poisoning, the child got into medicine belonging to a parent or grandparent. 

Store All Household Products out of Sight and Reach – Half of the 2 million calls to Poison Help Number in 2011 involved 

children ages 5 and under.  9 out of 10 poisonings occur at home. 

     Consider places where kids get into medicine and cleaners: a purse, on a counter or dresser, on the floor, under 

bath or kitchen sinks, laundry room. 

     Don’t forget about diaper rash medicine, vitamins, eye drops, bleach, detergents, make up, personal care prod-

ucts, plants, pesticides, lead, art supplies, alcohol…… 

     Put the toll-free Poison Help Number into your home and cell phone, and on the refrigerator or some other place 

for babysitters and caregivers:   1-800-222-1222   You can call this number with questions and not just for emergencies. 
 

Never Leave a Gun Within Reach or Sight – It is estimated that about one third of households with children ages 18 and 

under have a gun in the home. 

     Store guns in a locked location, Unloaded, out of the reach and sight of children. Store ammunition in a separate 

locked location, out of the reach and sight of children.  Make sure All guns are equipped with effective, child-resistant gun 

locks. 

     Keep the keys and combinations hidden.   When a gun is Not in its lock box, keep it in your line of sight. 
 

Implement Driveway/Parking Lot Safety – Each year, more than 9,000 children are treated in emergency rooms for injuries 

that occurred while they were unattended in or around motor vehicles. Many of these preventable injuries occur when drivers are 

unaware of children near vehicles. 

     We are often in a hurry, but before you drive away, take a few seconds to walk all the way around your parked 

car. 

     Designate a safe spot for children to wait when vehicles are about to move and make sure the drivers see them. 

     Accompany little kids when they get in and out of a vehicle.  Hold their hands while walking near moving vehicles 

or in driveway and parking lots or on sidewalks. 

 

Buckle Up America. Every Trip. Every Time. 



Support our local Merchants– Eat, Shop and Play in Hickory Creek Support our local Merchants– Eat, Shop and Play in Hickory Creek 

DENTON COUNTY BOATERS!! 

ZEBRA MUSSELS ARE NOT YOUR FRIENDS!!! 
 

Starting in 2014, TPWD rules require that you drain all water 

from your vessel when leaving a Denton County lake. This ap-

plies to ALL types of watercraft.  For complete information go 

to  www/texasinvasives.org/.   

There are also new rules for the transport of live bait and fish. 

Page 9 



 Register your cat/dog at 

town hall—just bring a 

copy of their rabies certifi-

cate.  

 There is no charge. 

 

 

 

Mayor Smith proclaims May 2014 as Motorcycle Safety & Awareness Month in the Town of Hickory Creek 
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Above left:  2013 Town of Hickory 

Creek Business of the Year—Mansion 

of Hickory Creek. 

 

Above, right:  2013 Town of Hickory 

Creek Scholar of the Year Jared 

Cook. 

 

 Middle Left:  2013  Town of Hick-

ory Creek Citizens of the Year—

Charles and Lisa Cleary. 

 

Below:  2013 Town of Hickory 

Creek Sportsman of the Year Jake 

Alek Black. 

 

Left:  2013 Town of Hickory 

Creek Employee of the Year, Ser-

geant John Anderson. 



 

Town of Hickory Creek  

1075  Ronald Reagan Avenue 

Hickory Creek, Texas 75065 

940-497-2528 

 

 

 

Police Department  

1075 Ronald Reagan Avenue 

940-497-3520 

Police/Fire Emergency  911 

Non-emergency (940)349-1600 

 

Hickory Creek Animal  Services 

970 Main Street 

(940)349-1600 

 

Hickory Creek Animal Shelter & 

Adoption Center 

970 Main Street 

(940)465-7444 

 

Visit Your Town Hall 

Phone: 555-555-5555 

Fax: 555-555-5555 

E-mail: someone@example.com 

Download our free app at the  

ITunes store—HC In Touch 

We’re on the Web ! 

www.hickorycreek-tx.gov 

 

Parks & Recreation Board—1st Monday @7PM 

Planning &Zoning Commission—1st Wednesday @7PM 

Town Council—3rd Tuesday @ 6:30 PM 

Economic Development  Corporation—4th Thursday @7PM 

www.hickorycreekEDC.com 
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